
 

August 4th, 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  

I am so excited to begin this semester with the young musicians of the Pride of Destrehan Band as 

Associate Band Director. I look forward to guiding them as instrumentalists and as young citizens that 

play a part in an organization that depends on the success of all members. In my class, your student will 

learn more about the basics of playing their own instrument and their responsibility within an ensemble 

setting. In addition to these fundamental objectives, your student will also engage in classroom 

discussions regarding music theory and history, as well as develop an appreciation for music that will last 

far beyond their career at Destrehan. 

To be successful in my class, your student will be required to have a 1” binder- with sheet protectors, 

pencils/mechanical pencils, and music flip-folder. They will also be asked to be responsible for every 

piece of music they are given and to bring them to class. 

As in every discipline, individual practice time outside of rehearsal will be necessary for success as an 

organization. To ensure this is taking place, students will have weekly “pass-offs” as means of 

assessment. For both summative and formative assessments, students will submit videos of them playing 

their required repertoire from home through Google Classroom for me to review.  In my classes, your 

student’s grade will be comprised of at least 7 formative and 2 summative assessments. I ask for your 

flexibility, understanding, and support as your student practices their instrument in your home.   

At Destrehan High School we take a Restorative Approach to discipline.  My primary focus, in 

conjunction with teaching and learning, is to build positive and working relationships.  My discipline 

management plan will be consistent with the following restorative action steps: 

1. Remind – students will be reminded of rule(s) or directions 

2. Redirect – students will be specifically redirected to the task at hand 

3. Relocate – students will be relocated to either reflect upon (mis) behavior, calm down, or 

removed from a potentially disruptive situation (If necessary) 

4. Reflect – students will be guided to reflect upon what happened, what could have 

prevented the situation, and how to make amends to the appropriate parties (If necessary) 

 *Further or more severe consequences may be assigned if disruptive behavior continues or for more 

serious incidents/offenses 

I anticipate this will be a great semester for The Pride of Destrehan, and I will do whatever it takes for 

your student to be successful and to enjoy his/her time here! You can reach me via email or by phone if 

you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for supporting your student’s music education, and I 

await the opportunity to meet you and work with you and your student to make this the best year yet!   

Very respectfully,  

Sharie A. Mahler 

Associate Band Director 

Destrehan High School 

(985)-764-9310 

smahler@stcharles.k12.la.us 

 


